Exploring AskERIC 4

Running Head:  Exploring AskERIC

Exploring AskERIC

Todd Muskopf

Mary, Help of Christians School

Wright State University


AskERIC is an online database that has compiled over 3000 resources on a wide range of topics of concern to educators.  It is located at http://www.askeric.org  The home page contains a number of subject headings, any number of which could be helpful to the average teacher.  Some of these resources, such as lesson plans are actually contained within the AskERIC site, while others are listed in a directory format with links to the sites described.


As an Art teacher, I started my quest for information by going to Lesson Plans/Arts/Visual Arts.  On this page, I found thirty-one lessons listed by title with the appropriate grade level posted to the side.  The table below gives the intended grade levels of the lessons provided:


	Grades K-2
	Crayon Rubbing Art Project, Crown Making, Emotive Flag, Flowers for the Heroine, Form and Texture in Autumn, Fun with Colors on the Internet, Mixing Primary-Secondary Colors,  Pebble Painting, There’s a Nightmare in My Closet, Watercolor Crayon Resist, Watercolor Butterfly, Who will Bee my Secret Valentine, Yellow or White Crayon Resist.

	Grades 3-5
	Creating Comic Strips, Drawing Characters, Filters of Flowers, Macaroni Skeleton Art, Melted Crayons,  Monster Art, Origami, Painter for Mother’s Day: Mary Cassatt, Painting like an Impressionist, Pictograph Stone Carving, Relief Print Making Project: Making a Fabric Print, Scenery Box, Spring Egg, Starry Night, Styles-Portrait Triptych, Three-Dimensional Crown Technique, Valentine Vase,   

	Grades 6-8
	Monochromatic Painting, 

	Grades 9+
	none, although some of the ones listed previously were marked like this, “Grade: 4-12”, which doesn’t sound very specific.


Almost all of the lessons listed were geared to teachers of grades K-5 who are not Art specialists.  While this is definitely a good thing to post for those schools that are not lucky enough to have an Art teacher, it doesn’t help me much.


I next tried the “Search ERIC Database” option.  It lets you search the database by typing in up to 5 terms.  I chose “art, lessons, 7th, grade”. It gave me ten hits.  These are the hits listed: 

	691
	ED469123. MacDonald, David R.. A Picture Is Worth a Thousand Words. 7th Grade Lesson. Schools of California Online Resources for Education (SCORE): Connecting California's Classrooms to the World. . 2000

	672
	ED457061. Dyer, Bill. The Selling of the Taj Mahal or Osaka Castle. 7th Grade Lesson. Schools of California Online Resources for Education (SCORE): Connecting California's Classrooms to the World. . 1999

	659
	ED450568. . Modeles de rendement langagier: French Language Arts--7e annee. Francais langue seconde--immersion (Models of Linguistic Production--French as a Second Language/Immersion: 7th Grade). . 2000

	656
	ED469124. MacDonald, David R.. The Price To Be Paid for the Next Scientific Revolution. 7th Grade Activity. Schools of California Online Resources for Education (SCORE): Connecting California's Classrooms to the World. . 2000

	645
	ED449084. Schlichting, Kimberly. Textiles as a Reflection of Ancient and Contemporary Maya Cultures: An Interdisciplinary Unit for 6th and 7th Grade Students at John F. Kennedy Middle School, Northampton, MA. Fulbright-Hays Summer Seminars Abroad Program, 2000 (Mexico and Guatemala). . 

	610
	ED275346. . Information Skills Curriculum Project, 7th-8th Grade. . 1986

	608
	ED249132. Heard, Brian B., Ed.. Art Program in the Akron Public Schools. . 1984

	605
	ED258171. . Lesson Plans in Communication Arts A, Summer '83. Preparation for Raising Educational Performance [HS PREP Experimental Program]. . 1983

	588
	ED194347. Feliu, Tom; Lively, Lisa. The Best of Energy Book, Grades 1/3. . 1980

	581
	ED194348. Feliu, Tom; Lively, Lisa. The Best of Energy Book, Grades 4/6. . 1980


Not only were they off-topic, but half of them were older than my students.  Only one was a 7th grade art lesson.   I went back and tried “painting, lessons, 7th, grade”.  It gave me one match, “Art Program in the Akron Public Schools. 1984”.  


I’ve heard wonderful things from regular classroom teachers about Ask ERIC.  My impression of AskERIC is that it doesn’t offer much to the Art teachers of the world.  
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