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There is a wealth of information on the Internet.  One of the skills that must be learned for an individual to effectively use the Internet is to quickly and effectively find the information desired.  Among the tools used to sift through the overwhelming amount of information are Directories, Virtual Libraries, Databases, and Search Engines.  


Directories are lists, such as a “links” page or a  HotList, that are gathered together by an organization or individual and contain hyperlinks to other sites which are often similar or related to the site which hosts the directory.  Descriptions of these sites usually accompany the hyperlinks.  These are good to explore to find out more information on a particular topic. 


Virtual Libraries are essentially electronic versions of a traditional library.  These often incorporate online catalogs of library holdings, links to reference materials or personnel, and sometimes books or other materials which have been transcribed for online access.


Databases are online searchable services that provide information on a variety of subjects.  Sometimes these sources of information are contained within the database, and other times the database serves as a hub from which to access the information from sites outside of the database.


Search engines and meta-search engines are online services which scan the internet looking for specific information contained on the Internet.  For a very complete listing of search engines and which ones are best for particular tasks, visit http://library.albany.edu/internet/choose.html

While seeking sources for my HotList, I found search engines, such as Google, and meta-search engines, such as Ixquick to be the most helpful.  Simply typing in “6th grade art lessons” returned a large number of good sites.  Once I found a site that had good information, it usually had a “links” page which pointed me to other high-quality sites along the same lines.  AskEric, an online database, was also helpful, although the number of sites or lessons was much smaller than those produced by the search engines.

